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Fairbanks North Star Borough School District 

Curriculum Advisory Committee 
 

Minutes of October 3, 2019 
 

Ms. Hadaway called the meeting to order at 5:33 p.m. in the Administrative Center, Curriculum Library, 520 Fifth 

Avenue, Fairbanks, Alaska.  

 

Each member introduced themselves. 

 

Members Present: 

Christian Bolton 

Maxine Dibert 

Patrick Frymark 

Sharon Hildebrand 

Earnest Kincade 

Allyson Nicholson 

Earl Peterson 

Deborah Rinio 

Christina Sinclair 

Graham Storey 

Sue Wilken 

Nonvoting Members 

Chyra Sanderson 

Melanie Hadaway 

 

 

Member Absent 

Aimee Hart 
Staff Present 

Michelle Daml 

Jennifer Morgan 

Kristina Roehrig 

APPROVAL OF THE AGENDA 

Ms. Sinclair moved to accept the October 3, 2019, agenda; Mr. Kincade seconded. Hearing no objection or 

comment, the motion was approved. 

 

APPROVAL OF THE MINUTES 

Ms. Wilken moved to accept the September 5, 2019, minutes; Ms. Nicholson seconded. Members reviewed the 

minutes. Hearing no objection or comment, the motion was approved. 

 

CURRICULUM UPDATE 

Ms. Daml and Ms. Roehrig updated the committee on the K-12 Social Studies and 7-12 English/Language Arts 

curricula revision. Cover letters were provided for each subject area and included a list of major changes.   

 

K-12 Social Studies 
Ms. Daml explained the elementary Social Studies course titles were changed to reflect what is being taught. The 

adopted fifth grade curriculum currently covers a lot of information, so the writers moved some themes to other 

grades in order to balance things out. Also, both the Social Studies and English/Language Arts groups focused on 

competencies, developing K-12 competencies that were then broke down by grade level. 

 

Ms. Daml pointed out some of the new courses are the result of combining multiple options from the removed 

course list.  For example, American Civil Rights Experience combines Women's History and Diversity in America.  

She is excited about this new course, because it looks at different perspectives.  Ms. Hadaway explained that if five 

students wish to take Women’s History and five are interested in Diversity in America, this is not enough students 

for the school to offer both courses. By combining these into one course where students can choose from multiple 

perspectives, schools are more likely to offer the course.  

 

Ms. Daml went on to explain that civics and financial literacy were major themes from the community survey 

responses.  As a result, more civics objectives were added to United States Government and Civics (currently titled 

American Government) and financial literacy was added to Economics and Financial Literacy (currently General 

Economics).  

 

Ms. Roehrig reminded the committee that the curriculum documents are not final, and writers are meeting on 

Tuesday to review the drafts and make changes.  After which, Ms. Morgan will finalize draft one and send it out for 

public comment. While the working draft is not to be shared, committee members were asked to distribute the 

finished draft to as many people as possible. Ms. Rinio, Ms. Hildebrand, and Ms. Wilken have comments they 

would like to share with the writers and will email these to Ms. Hadaway; other members can send comments as 

well. The committee will also have the opportunity to provide formal input.   
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Ms. Wilken is working with the Wilson Center and Polar Institute in Washington, D.C., and stated Alaska and the 

arctic are important on the world spectrum. Because of where Alaska is located, the United States is one of eight 

countries on the Arctic Council, which is the leading intergovernmental forum promoting cooperation, coordination, 

and interaction among the arctic states on common arctic issues.  Alaska shares so many similarities with the other 

seven arctic countries (Canada, Denmark, Sweden, etc.), such as darkness in winter, daylight in summer, children 

dressing for cold, etc.  There are many opportunities for international interaction, and many future jobs in science, 

economics, and education for students living in the arctic now that it is on the world news.  Ms. Wilken also stated she 

looked through the draft curriculum and noticed every grade talked about students knowing their sense of place, but 

nothing specifically addresses the arctic region. She thinks Social Studies should provide Alaskan students with a real 

sense of place, and show why the arctic and the state is important. 

 

Ms. Rinio stated the structure of the curriculum seems the same, with U.S. history in fifth grade, ancient 

civilizations in sixth, etc. Students learn these topics in elementary school and often forget most of it because they 

do not review it again for a few years.  For example, ninth graders often do not remember what they learned in fifth-

seventh grades, so teachers reintroduce the topics. She acknowledged it is a lot to ask the writers to look at the 

structure, but wants to voice her concern. 

 

Mr. Frymark stated the currently adopted Social Studies curriculum allows for a lot of interpretation, and when the 

writers started working on the draft they discussed how things are taught and what is not working. They did not re-

invent the curriculum, but instead improved upon what they had.  He also commented the writers specifically 

addressed the polar region topic. They discussed adding two separate units, one for the southern polar region and 

one for the northern, and they also talked about not adding this unit at all because the topic can be covered in other 

units.  What the committee sees in the draft is a compromise, and he thinks it will have an impact if they provide 

feedback in writing for the revisers.  

 

Mr. Peterson pointed out we need to be cognizant that while we are creating curriculum for the district, almost a 

third of the students are transient, here for a few years and then their parents transfer out of the state.  When 

moving, the students would be missing out on something because we put emphasis on the arctic, and this 

information will be discounted outside of Alaska. Ms. Sinclair disagrees, commenting that from her personal 

experience, when a family PCS and moves from one place to another they want to bring a piece of it with them.  

She thinks students can learn about the arctic and bring that experience wherever they go next. Mr. Frymark 

commented that we need to start teaching students why the arctic is important to the globe and an integral part of 

the world, and how regions interact with each other and what makes them uniquely important. 

 

7-12 English/Language Arts 
Ms. Daml informed the committee the writers are working on the 7-12 English/Language Arts (ELA) curriculum, 

because new K-6 materials were recently purchased and teachers are learning new material.  Ms. Hadaway pointed 

out that secondary teachers have to learn new curriculum every six-seven years, while elementary teachers have to 

learn new curriculum every year (science, social studies, math, etc.). To do this on top of learning new material is a 

lot to ask.  However, a K-6 group will meet soon to develop competencies.   

 

Ms. Roehrig drew the committee’s attention to the cover letter which describes how ELA writers approached the 

process.  The group discussed reducing the number of required texts. They also recommend changing the 

graduation requirements to one year of English 9 and 10, and a semester each of American literature, another 

literature course, a writing intensive course, and an elective.  High school also came up with a scaffolding approach 

to research papers, and looked at different literature courses and pathways.  

 

Ms. Roehrig went on to explain that middle school added Advanced English 7, Speech and Debate, and Middle 

School Literature, which is a combination of the removed Literature 7 and 8 courses. They also removed English 

Workshop.   

 

Mr. Bolton inquired if the courses listed in the draft could be provided online for schools unable to offer them. Ms. 

Hadaway replied it is an ongoing districtwide conversation about how to expand opportunities for kids.  One of the 

reasons for eLearning is so students can have access to classes and content.   
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Mr. Frymark asked about Academic Writing (currently titled Advanced Composition), and whether the title was 

changed to align with the UAF writing course; Ms. Roehrig confirmed it was. Ms. Hadaway explained that all five 

high schools are offing this course, and students can choose to take it for concurrent enrollment at UAF and receive 

Writing 111 credit for a reduce tuition of $75. The district is looking to expand this type of opportunity for 

economics and math courses. Ms. Rinio suggested they also look into adding Library Science 101.   

 

Mr. Storey mentioned there was a push to ensure titles aligned to the NCAA a few years ago, and Ms. Roehrig 

confirmed this is still the same.  Also, Mr. Storey would like to see the addition of an Alaska literature course. 

 

Mr. Peterson applauds the diversity and inclusivity of these specialized classes. His concern is we are creating so 

many unique courses and therefore reducing the number of students who take any one course.  He thinks we should 

keep developing courses, but the district should also ponder how we create an institutional structure that allows 

students to take courses of interest even with diminished numbers.  Ms. Hadaway explained this is something the 

groups grappled with. One option the writers discussed was offering one American literature course and allowing 

students to select from different strands.  Mr. Peterson commented that the reality is we are working with fewer 

resources and need to find ways to make things available to smaller numbers.   

 

In regards to the scaffolding of research papers, Ms. Rinio is concerned that if students are told to have a specific 

number of pages and citations, they will do exactly this and no more and not necessarily make their point and 

provide the needed evidence. She understands why scaffolding is needed, but encouraged writers to think about 

how they are phrasing this and using it in teaching.   

 

 

GENERAL COMMENTS/ QUESTIONS 

Ms. Wilken enjoyed the conversation. 

 

Ms. Rinio will email Ms. Hadaway her ideas, and she agrees with the idea of one American literature course with 

strands. If there are multiple courses, this gives teachers an out to not cover a topic.  If there is one literature course 

with multiple strands, teachers must deal with it and it offers diversity. Also, she is concerned that there does not 

seem to be a difference between honors and non-honors courses in the middle school ELA curriculum. 

 

Ms. Dibert likes the idea of an Alaska literature course and commented that there are many great Alaskan authors. 

In regards to Ms. Wilken's earlier comment about the arctic region, she stated it would be great for her class to 

connect to someone else on the same latitude/longitude and with other classrooms around the world.  Things like 

Mystery Skype are useful.   

 

Mr. Frymark is looking forward to the curriculum writers’ meeting on Tuesday. 

 

Ms. Sinclair expressed concern with the district having to worry so much about class sizes and resources, and hopes 

this changes soon.   

 

Mr. Storey is worried about the number of proposed courses, both in English and Social Studies.  He stated the 

drafts seem to have been completed in isolation of what else is going on in the district in terms of education and 

technology.  He pointed out that we are finally reaching the point promised 20-25 years ago with technology 

platforms, in that it would be revolutionary in our classrooms. He stated this is the same curriculum process as 20-

25 years ago, and we are not looking at it through the lens of available technology as a supplement so we can offer 

multiple strands.  Also, in response to an earlier statement about the arctic region, Mr. Storey commented that if 

students leave Alaska without appreciating Alaska, this is a failure on our part.  He pointed out transient students 

are up here because of the importance of Alaska in the greater geo-political sphere.   

 

Ms. Hadaway thanked the committee for staying late and for the sincere, thoughtful conversation.  

 

 

ADJOURNMENT 

Mr. Storey moved to adjourn the meeting; Mr. Kincade seconded.  Hearing no objection or further comment, the 

meeting was adjourned at 7:13 p.m. 


